Skunk House – 3055 Nassau Point Rd.

Kathryn Stutzmann’s home sits on a plot on the east side of the Point, 12 houses from the causeway beach.  The core of the home has a fascinating history.

Before the turn of the century, the Old Skunks were one of many fishing clubs who seine fished for menhaden, or bunker, in the waters of Peconic Bay. The fish was used as fertilizer in the surrounding fields.  It reportedly had a terrible smell, but made excellent fertilizer and it was tossed, without any preparation, directly into the farmland, where it was left to rot.  

Since the fishing was a seasonal thing, the group built a shack at the north end of the causeway beach, about where the basketball courts and restrooms are now. The Skunks used the house for overnight and weekend stays.
Over the years, the menhaden died out and the fishermen no longer used the house,  but it was used by artists, who were part of a colony of artists who worked and visited Indian Neck.  Several notable artists and the naturalist John Burroughs may have stayed there for a time.
The shack was 20’X30’ with a large fireplace in the center room.   The central room also functioned as a bedroom with mattresses hung from the beams.  

The building was made of stone and stucco; stucco on the frame and stones embedded in the stucco.

It is difficult to imagine the Old Skunk House from the outside.  The old pictures are dark and cloudy.

In 1912-1920, Ted Horton bought out the other shareholders and moved the house to the current plot on Nassau Point Road.  It was somehow lifted from its place on the beach and set down on blocks.  Later, he added two bedrooms on the right side and a small kitchen on the left.

Ted Horton was the caretaker of what was then called Peconic Park, whose owners had plans for the early development of Nassau Point.  The Horton family retained the site for many years, finally passing it to Phil Horton, grandfather of another Phil Horton who currently lives on Indian Neck.  The original Phil Horton’s wife was born at the lighthouse on Horton’s Point.

The current owner of the house is Kathryn Stutzmann who is also known as Kew, (for Kathryn Ellen Waters). She is the daughter of John and Kate Waters of East Williston, who bought the property as a summer home in 1950.

The place was perhaps a bit rustic for Mrs. Waters’ taste and, in 1955, two wings were added to the house.  The two original bedrooms were renovated and a more extensive kitchen was also added. A master suite was built and a garage dug out underneath. It remained, however, a summer home with a small crawl space below supported by the bottom beams of the house.

Over the years, the bay had eroded the property and 35’ was lost.  

In 2004, Kew completely renovated the house but retained the restored central room of the old fish house.  A new foundation was prepared and the house was lifted on to the new support.  The wings were modernized and the floor of the old main room was restored.  Kew took advantage of the slope to create living space downstairs.  This is not visible from the road.

The central interior of the new house is a beautiful restoration.  A visitor walks into a small entryway facing the main room with views of the bay.  The room has the original very large brick fireplace on the left.  Much of the fishing equipment of the Skunk house hangs in the fireplace and from the high, beamed ceilings.  The original roof is still in place, now covered by new shingles.  Large hooks and fishing equipment are scattered on the walls.

The result is a beautiful bay front home that has succeeded in retaining the character of the Point as well as restoring the history.

For more information on the Old Skunks and seine fishing, visit our website at nppoa.org.  Please contact Jack Barthel at 734-2345 or jack111@optonline.net if you have some interesting stories about people and sites on Nassau Point.
